94.                                            LETTEJI FROM cotrRt
troubles will make a candid and fair discovery of their estate and effects and
will throw themselves upon their creditors they will meet with all possible com-
passion and humanity, and by taking this method we think such persons as
deserve it will most probably obtain discharges from their creditors as is
frequently done here and most commonly with success.
174. We perceive by several of your consultations that application was
made to you by persons who are possessed of bonds or notes of the Company
to have duplicates or attested copies given them of such bonds and notes, and
that you granted them accordingly. It does not appear to us for what purpose
these duplicates or copies were desired, nor why you should give them, the
original bonds or notes being actually produced to you, otherwise you could
not have given attested copies of them. And we do not see why attested
copies should be given, unless the copies were meant to serve as evidence
against the Company. In such cases where [the] original bond or note may
be lost or pretended to be lost, all [it] can serve to shew is that a bond or
note, a copy of which is produced, did once exist, but as we understand all
the bonds or notes pass by indorsement, the copy of the note is by no means
an evidence that the original is lost or that it continued to be the property of
the person who produces the copy, as the'Original may have been paid away for
a valuable consideration, and may be got into other hands who may after-
wards demand it of us, and thus the Company will stand exposed to pay the
same twice over. For these reasons we direct you forthwith to call in all such
duplicates and copies and that you do not upon any pretence grant any more
for the future.
175.    We likewise observe by the consultation of the 26th January you
proceeded to pay the interest due on the Company's bonds and notes.   This
Was after the place was retaken from the Nabob, and as we understand all
our books and accounts were lost, what evidence was there to direct you, or
how did it appear what interest was due upon each respective note?   Possibly
your method might be to indorse upon the bonds and notes all payments of
interest and if so, that you calculated the interest from the time of the last
indorsement.   We desire to be satisfied of this fact, and we likewise direct you
to send us exact copies of the forms of your bonds and notes, as we are some-
times at a loss for want of them, and if at any time hereafter you make any
alteration in such forms, send us copies of the forms so altered.
176.    It is now [not] improbable that in the late troubles some persons may
really have lost their bonds or notes and others may pretend to have done so,
and that applications may be made to you for payment or to have new ones
granted in the place of such as may be aUedged to have been lost.   In either
of these cases we direct you not to pay any of them or give new ones, but
receive the application and strictly enquire into the same and put the [parties]
upon making the best proof they can of their case and of all circumstances
relating thereto, and transmit the same to us with die whole evidence that
has come before you and your opinion upon each case, and we will then return
our orders what shall be done with them.
177.   With respect to such debts as we may owe or that may be owing to us,
we are sensible the adjusting of them will be attended with difficulty, and we
stand exposed to fictitious and unjust demands, as all our books and accounts
are lost; we must therefore recammend to you the strictest care and attention